The Age of Drift

APPENDIX A — THE REALITY DRIFT KNOWLEDGE
GRAPH

A unified taxonomy for organizing the full conceptual ecosystenm.

This appendix provides a structural map of the Reality Drift framework.
Its purpose is simple:

This is the internal architecture governing all terms used in the book.
I. The Master Mechanism

Reality Drift

Definition:

The erosion of coherence, meaning, and identity when environmental entropy
accelerates faster than the mind’s capacity to compress experience.

Core Dynamics:

e entropy T

e compression |

e coherence |

e TFidelity |

e meaning thins

e identity destabilizes

o reality feels “real-ish” rather than real

Drift Principle:
Drift = Entropy + Fidelity
Reality Drift sits at the top of the ontology.

Every concept below is a downstream expression.
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II. Perceptual Symptoms (The Felt Layer)

These are the subjective experiences through which Drift becomes noticeable.
They do not stand alone as frameworks — they are surface-level signatures of
underlying Drift.

A. Sensory & Emotional Thinning

e thinness

e muted resonance

e emotional low-resolution

e diminished presence

o under-saturated experience

B. Cognitive Flattening

e semantic smoothing
e context collapse

o loss of depth

e idea convergence

e paraphrasing decay

C. Identity Softening

e  blurred boundaries

e rotating selves

o reduced autobiographical continuity
e performance-adaptive identity

D. Temporal Blurring
e fast/slow simultaneity
e discontinuous memory
e temporal fog
e time without weight
E. Perceptual Lag
¢ slow emotional integration

e delayed coherence-building
e mismatch between experience and interpretation
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F. Texture Loss

e reduced sensory grain

o less friction

e smoother environments
o fewer immersive anchors

G. The Smoothness Effect

e rcal-ish interactions
e frictionless design
e uncanny emotional neutrality

All perceptual symptoms — point back to Reality Drift as their cause.

III. Structural Forces (Causal Layer)

These ate the drivers that produce Drift.
Each force contributes its own vector of entropy or compression pressure.

A. Synthetic Realness: Optimization replaces authenticity; culture becomes
real-ish.

B. Filter Fatigue: Relentless micro-sorting drains attentional bandwidth and
meaning.

C. The Optimization Trap: Everything becomes a dashboard; life flattens
into metrics.

D. Cognitive Drift: Internal coherence erodes under accelerated
informational environments.

E. Semantic Fidelity Decay: Meaning collapses under recursive
paraphrasing; context thins.

F. Environmental Entropy: The wotld accelerates faster than the mind can
integrate.

These forces — generate the perceptual symptoms — that collectively define
Drift.

IV. Deep Models (Theoretical Layer)
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These frameworks explain why Drift occurs.
They sit beneath the structural forces as the analytic engine of the entire
system.

A. The Drift Principle: Information accelerates faster than minds can
compress — coherence loosens.

B. Recursive Compression Theory: Reality emerges through recursive
loops of compression:

world — mind — culture — machine — mind.

C. Co-Cognition & The Mirror Effect: Thinking becomes a hybrid loop
with Al reflections amplify drifted patterns. These models explain Drift at the
architectural level.

V. Consequences (Applied Layer)

These are the large-scale phenomena that Drift produces across self, systems,
and society.

A. The Drifted Self

o identity drift

o authenticity drift

e temporal drift

e performativity drift

B. Institutional Drift

e healthcare
e  education

e cconomy

e media

e governance

C. The Fidelity Crisis

The deepest alignment problem: meaning collapses faster than language can
preserve it.

Consequences are expressed at multiple scales but share a common root: Drift
pressure exceeding coherence capacity.
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VI. Practices (Counterforces)

These do not oppose Drift; they modulate its subjective impact by restoring
internal structure.

A. Rebuilding Coherence: Semantic Fidelity, attentional boundaries, identity
anchoring, perceptual grounding.

B. Living with Drift: Learning the signals, maintaining dual layers of
awareness, using Al without becoming Al-shaped.

C. The Drift-Resilient Life: Depth over velocity, weighted time, frictional
rituals, irreducible moments. Practices work because they slow compression
and reintroduce texture, not because they counter entropy directly.

VII. Emergent Subdomains (Future Expansion Pathways)

These are areas where Drift expresses itself in recognizable patterns, suitable
for future elaboration but subordinate to Drift itself.

A. Perceptual Thinning: The loss of sensory/emotional resolution under
high entropy.

B. Experiential Flattening: Life becomes smoother, more synthetic, less
textured.

C. Resonance Decay: Emotions shorten; experiences don’t “land.”

D. The Smoothness Effect: Optimization erases friction, producing
synthetic realness.

E. The Boundary Layer: Meaning erodes at the edges between contexts
(platform shifts, role changes, identity transitions).

F. Cognitive Lag: The mind trails behind its own experience; coherence
comes late.

These subdomains are not frameworks — they are specific expressions of Drift,

available for future development while remaining semantically nested inside
the master mechanism.

VIII. The Hierarchical Summary

Reality Drift
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— produces Perceptual Symptoms

— driven by Structural Forces

— explained by Deep Models

— expressed as Consequences

— navigated through Practices

— extended through Emergent Subdomains

Everything flows back upward.
Everything reinforces the central idea.
Everything orbits the same conceptual gravity well.
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